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Introduction to 

PHARMACOGNOSY 
Fundamentals of Natural Drugs 

and Phytotherapeutic Agents 
Introduction to Pharmacognosy: Fundamentals of Natural Drugs and Phytotherapeutic Agents is a 
comprehensive textbook designed for First-Year B. Pharm. (Semester I) in accordance with the 
Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) curriculum and aligned with the principles of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The book provides a systematic introduction to Pharmacognosy, 
covering the history, scope, sources, classification, cultivation, collection, processing, storage, 
conservation, and quality evaluation of natural drugs. It also introduces plant metabolites, 
traditional systems of medicine, and selected phytotherapeutic agents, highlighting their 
biological sources, major constituents, and therapeutic significance. Presented in clear and 
lucid language, the content emphasizes conceptual understanding, pharmaceutical relevance, 
and examination-oriented learning. Carefully designed visual and learning resources 
enhance understanding, engagement, and retention. The book serves as a valuable 
foundation and accessible reference for learners and readers interested in Pharmacognosy, 
natural drugs, medicinal plants, and phytotherapeutic agents. 

Key Features 

1. Visual and Concept-Based Learning 

High-quality illustrations, microscopic diagrams, infographics, flowcharts, concept maps, 
comparison tables, mnemonics, and key points simplify complex concepts and improve 
visualization and retention. 

2. Competency-Based Assessment 

Chapter-wise MCQs, short-answer questions, long-answer questions, and case studies 
promote conceptual understanding, application of knowledge, self-assessment, and 
examination preparation. 

3. AI Learning Companion 

Guided AI-based learning support assists students with concept clarification, revision, 
practice, and self-directed learning while encouraging the responsible use of modern 
educational technology. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 Fundamentals of Pharmacognosy

 Cultivation, Collection, Processing and Storage of Drugs of Natural Origin

 Quality Control of Drugs of Natural Origin (WHO Guidelines)

 Introduction to Metabolites of Plant Origin

 Phyto-therapeutic Agents
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